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I decided long ago that I wanted to be a teacher when I grew up. Then I grew up and I didn’t want to be a teacher, at least right away. When I went back to college 3 years ago I decided to take a different route. After much thought, I decided to go into radiology.  I had never been very good at science related classes, but I thought they might be more interesting as an adult. They weren’t. I took some courses that counted toward a possible future in the radiology program at Salt Lake Community College, but my heart wasn’t in it. After taking a class that introduced me to radiology I decided for sure that it wasn’t for me. I went back to figuring out what I want to do. After exploring a few more options my mind was made up. Deep down and all along I wanted to study teaching, but more specifically elementary education. I have always been really good with young kids and knew I could be a great teacher. 
I haven’t decided on a grade yet, but I am considering First, Second or Third grade. My daughter is in First grade and her teacher was nice enough to let me interview her. Her name is Heidi Turner. She is 36 years old and thoroughly enjoys her job. She is always smiling and presents herself well. I am also 36 years old and it is hard for me to believe how much she has done with her life already when I have only just begun. The interview went like this. 

Q) Where did you graduate college?
A) BYU. I graduated 12 yrs ago.

Q) What was your favorite college course? 

A) Children’s Literature. I really enjoyed that course. 
Q) What degree/degrees do you have? 

A) Bachelors of Science in Elementary Education with Emphasis on Early Childhood Education and a Masters Degree in Early Childhood Education.  
Q) When you started school did you know you wanted to go into teaching? 

A) No, I wanted to be a veterinarian. I was in my introductory courses for it and I was advised to volunteer for a little while at a veterinarian’s office. On my first day they had to put a horse down. I decided I liked being the one to make animals happy, but not be the one to help them die. I had to decide a different career at that point. 
Q) Did you student teach? Where? 

A) I student taught here (at Sprucewood Elementary) for awhile and then also did my internship here for 2 years.  
Q) How long have you had an interest in teaching? 

A) 16 years. 
Q) How many schools did you apply/interview at for a job? 

A) I applied to a few schools just for the experience, but didn’t really have to because I already had my foot in the door at Sprucewood, since I did my internship here. 
Q) How long have you been teaching 1st grade? Have you taught other grades? 

A) I have taught 1st grade for 11 years. The school was desperate for a 3rd grade teacher one year and they made it worth my while so I did it. Although it was a good experience I prefer teaching 1st grade. I really like the teachers I work with in 1st grade too. 
Q) Do you know the pay range for teachers? 

A) I am not sure anymore. I think it is between $30,000 and $55,000.

Q) Is there a lot of opportunity to make more money? 

A) The pay scale has lanes/steps. If you take extra classes and get a masters degree you can make more, but there is a cutoff point.  When you get there you can’t make any more money unless the Legislature decides to give raises. 
Q) Is there a required amount of continuing education hours or classes? 

A) You have to re-new your license every 5 years. You have to have 100 hrs per 5 years of continuing education. 
Q) What is the most rewarding thing about being a teacher? 

A) When I see that the kids are getting a concept. For example: When kids realize they can read, it is very  rewarding. 
Q) Do you have a most difficult student moment? 

A) The only situation I can think of is one year I had a little girl that climbed on the desks and ran out of the classroom all the time. She is in 3rd grade now so she made it through 1st grade. 
Q) Do you have a most difficult parent moment? 

A) I had a student that needed extra attention. I suggested that she go to a special needs school and the parents agreed. A few weeks later the parent went to the principal complaining that they didn’t understand why their child was being singled out. I was very frustrated because they were on board earlier on. But I have never had a parent scream at me or get mad. 
Q) How do you handle conflict when working with other teachers?

A) My team and I get along very well, but if we ever have a disagreement we are all good to really listen and get to a compromise quite easily. 
Q) How many hours extra hours are spent on work outside of the school? 

A) Maybe 5-8 hours a week, depending on the projects I have going on with the kids. 
Q) How often do you get a paycheck? Do you get a paycheck in the summer? 

A) I get paid once a month. As a teacher I have the option to get paid for 9 months out of the year or they can spread it out over 12 months and just make the checks smaller. I choose to get paid every month because I am not disciplined enough to save up for the summer break.

Q) Knowing what you know now, would you become a teacher all over again or would you change something? 

A) The only time I don’t like being a teacher is when I am sick. It is very difficult to write up a full days worth of plans for someone who doesn’t know how you normally do things. Other than that I have no complaints. I love being a teacher. 

The interview was a great experience for me. I was nervous before I started the interview, but it ended up going very well. Heidi answered some questions I have had for a long time. I have been in her classroom a few times to volunteer and she is very good at teaching her students. She gets through to them and they adore her. 
Five questions that I might be asked in a future interview are: 

1) How might you handle conflict? Give me an example. 

2) Tell me what makes you stand out over all other applicants. 

3) Teaching can be a stressful job. How well do you handle stress? 

4) Are you prepared for the extra workload you will have to get done on top of your hours at the school? 
5) You will be working on a team with other teachers? How will you maintain those relationships if disagreements or conflict happens. 

